
that we also need to have the right perspectives. Well, 
what are they, you ask? Allow me to start by sharing five 
with you.  

Our first perspective, according to Hebrews 12:3, we 
have to look to Jesus, which is the key to running the race 
set before us! By considering “Him who endured such 
hostility,” we are less likely to grumble, sulk, whine and 
give up. Consider Him!

Secondly, we have to look to the prophets of old. James 
5:10-11 tells us to, “Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an exam-
ple of suffering affliction, and of patience.” Their exam-
ple of steadfastness should motivate us. Consider what 
they patiently endured. And then consider your excuses 
for not persevering or your failure to bear up under tri-
als and they will seem silly and foolish! Some of us have 
given up too easily: and right at the point of our break-
through. We are not excused from suffering.

Thirdly, we have to look to each other. Encouragement by 
the brethren is a powerful aid to being persistent. Through 
daily exhortations and frequently assembling ourselves 
together, we are more likely to bear up under trials. It’s 
good to have a cheering section! After all, we ourselves 
are compassed about with a great could of witnesses.

I have two more that I’ll share with you in our next edi-
tion. Until then, continue to persevere!

Willie J. Moore

“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
(6) And to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience god-
liness; (7) And to godliness brotherly kind-
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity. (8) 
For if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be bar-
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:5-8.

Bless the name of the Lord, and welcome back! We are still on 
the subject: How To Hold Up Under Trials. In our last issue I 
started sharing with you some basic fundamentals that are need-
ed to develop perseverance. I started with the fact that we must 
have the Word of God. Why? Because it is through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures that we might have hope.
Our second fundamental is that we must have a strong hope, 
which helps us to wait eagerly with perseverance. Romans 8:25 
declares, “But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with 
patience (perseverance) wait for it.” It takes something to hope 
for what we cannot see. And that something is perseverance!

Thirdly, we need prayer to be strengthened. Paul’s prayer for 
the Colossians, according to Colossians 1:11, was that they be 
“strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness.” Prayer is 
the bedrock of our perseverance to stay the course. And we must 
never faint in praying.

Fourthly, we need tribulations, believe it or not. Yes, that’s a 
fundamental that we need to develop perseverance, according 
to Romans 5:3. “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations 
also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience.” James 1:3 
declares, “Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience.” Listen! Tribulations produce perseverance and perse-
verance prepares us for tribulation. We are not required to love 
misfortune, but to endure it. 

As we work through those fundamentals, I need to add the fact 
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Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation 

Greetings, everyone!

In recent months, we have studied the Doctrine of God, Christology, and Pneumatology. This month, I will address Soteri-
ology. Soteriology is the branch of Christian theology that studies salvation. The term soteriology comes from the Greek word 
sōtēr, meaning “savior,” “deliverer,” or “rescuer,” and logos, meaning “study,” “teaching,” or “reasoned explanation.” Therefore, 
soteriology literally means the study or doctrine of salvation. In Christian theology, it focuses on the saving work of God 
through Jesus Christ, who rescues sinners from the guilt and power of sin, restores them to fellowship with God, and grants 
eternal life. Salvation is not merely a religious idea; it is the heart of the gospel and the central hope of the Christian faith.

Historical Views of Soteriology

Throughout church history, Christians have agreed that salvation is centered in Jesus Christ, but they have often explained 
the nature, order, and application of salvation in different ways. These historical views developed as the church responded 
to biblical interpretation, pastoral concerns, heresies, philosophical questions, and debates about grace, faith, free will, and 
human nature.

Early Church Emphasis

In the early church, salvation was commonly described in terms of redemption, forgiveness, victory over death, union with 
Christ, and restoration to God. Early Christian writers emphasized that Christ’s incarnation, death, and resurrection rescued 
humanity from sin and corruption. Many also spoke of salvation as healing and transformation, not only pardon from guilt.

What Does the Bible Say?

The Bible presents salvation as God’s gracious work from beginning to end. Humanity is unable to save itself because sin has 
separated people from God, but God acts in love, mercy, and grace to redeem those who trust in Christ. As Ephesians 2:8–9 
teaches, salvation is “by grace” and “through faith,” not a human achievement or ground for boasting.

Christian soteriology begins with the reality of sin. Scripture teaches that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). Sin is more than moral failure; it is rebellion against God, resulting in guilt, separation, and spiritual death. 
Romans 6:23 (NKJV) states, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Because the problem is spiritual and universal, salvation must come from God. Human effort, religious performance, and 
good works cannot erase sin or create righteousness before God. Titus 3:5 (NLT) explains that God “saved us, not because 
of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”

May each of us take this study of soteriology to heart and be encouraged by the saving grace of God. Lord willing, we will 
continue this study next month.

Take care everyone and God bless.

Evangelist Diana Black-Tucker

Founder and President 
Vineyard Bible Ministry 
Podcast: https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/diana-tuckervbm

You can listen to the podcast on your favorite podcast platform. Thank you for your support!

https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/diana-tuckervbm


Dr. Preston Butler, Jr.
Founder & CEO, PK3 Enterprise

Certified Christian Counselor - Oceanside, California

                   Words of Encouragements

3

Marriage Matters 
Expectations (Part 7)

Expectation is a strong belief that something will happen or materialize in the future. It is a belief or assumption 
about what someone or something should be like. One could say that expectation is akin to faith. Expectations, or 
rather unrealized expectations, are a major cause for disappointment in relationships and a leading cause for divorce. 

In the Christian community, our hope is built on the expectation or hope that Jesus is coming back again to receive 
the righteous (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 – “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.”) As in the Christian community, expectations are a serious reality and must be respected, even the 
absurd ones. 

Expectations play a vital role in the health of a marriage and shape how spouses interpret each other’s actions, handle 
conflict, and feel satisfied or disappointed. Our expectations of marriage are developed early in our lives and shape 
our thoughts and desires. When expectations are clear, realistic, and shared, they can strengthen a relationship. 
However, when unspoken or unrealistic, they often become a source of friction, fiction, and resentment. Therefore, it 
is important to express your expectations before and after the wedding. Bear in mind, as time goes on, we change and 
so do our expectations. 

In marriage, expectations are the conscious and unconscious beliefs that spouses may hold about how respect, love, 
commitment, and responsibility should be expressed. Some counselors suggest that expectations are formed by emo-
tional needs and create assumptions that guide behavior. I shamefully admit that I grew up watching daytime soap 
operas that painted a false picture of marriage that shaped my ideas and desires. They led me to believe that we would 
live in a big house, be financially secure, make love day and night, and go on vacations whenever we wanted to. This 
may be the reality for some, but not most. External influences like these lead to assumptions. Assumptions leave the 
door open for disappointment, dysfunction, distance, and anger. 

I suggest two things regarding expectations: 1) Be clear about what you expect, and 2) Be practical. 

When discussing expectations, say what you mean and mean what you say. Using innuendos is not a good idea. 
Try to understand WHY you believe the way you believe. You may need to go way back. For example, I thought all 
women liked to cook because that was what I saw growing up. Well, let’s just say, times have changed. How you view 
society and your relationships shapes how you view yourself and what you expect from your relationships. Having a 
meaningful conversation that lays out your desires early on, and often, gives you a safe place to start. 

Some people have very unrealistic expectations for themselves, their spouse, and their marriage that create tension, 
stress, and confusion. Be realistic. Don’t expect too much too soon. If your spouse is not a good communicator, don’t 
expect that to change overnight because they read a book on how to communicate with your spouse. Some of our 
characteristics are innate and very difficult to overcome. It is important to extend the same courtesy and grace to your 
spouse that you desire to send a signal you genuinely love and respect him/her.

“Marriage works best when you trade assumptions for conversations and reveal your true self.”

Dr. Preston Butler, Jr. 
CEO, PK3 Enterprise
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How Desperate are you to see Jesus?

Scripture Focus: “Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. (2) Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus 
who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. (3) And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the 
crowd, for he was of short stature. (4) So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going 
to pass that way. (5) And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make 
haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” Luke 19:1-10 (NKJV)

Have you ever wanted something so badly that you didn’t care what others thought of you? In our walk of faith, there comes 
a time when we must ask ourselves a challenging question: How desperate are we to see Jesus?

In Luke 19, we encounter a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector, a man of wealth, but also a man deeply 
despised by his own community. Tax collectors were notoriously known for taking more money than required, enriching 
themselves at the expense of their neighbors. Yet, despite his worldly wealth, Zacchaeus had a profound spiritual void. He 
was desperate to see who Jesus was.

But there was a problem. Zacchaeus was a man of short stature, and the bustling, eager crowd around Jesus completely im-
peded his line of sight. Instead of giving up and walking away, Zacchaeus did something radical. He ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore tree just to get a better view. Think about that for a moment—a wealthy, prominent official, willing to make himself 
look completely silly, climbing a tree like a child, all for just a glimpse of the Savior.

His desperation did not go unnoticed. When Jesus reached the tree, He didn’t just see a tax collector; He saw a heart des-
perate for Him. Jesus looked up and told him to come down immediately, declaring that He would be dining at Zacchaeus’ 
home that very day.

Naturally, the crowd criticized this. They murmured and complained, wondering why Jesus would ever want to socialize with 
such a known “sinner.” But Jesus’ interaction with Zacchaeus shattered the expectations of the crowd. Jesus showed us that 
no matter who you are, what your past looks like, or what society says about you, you are never too insignificant for Jesus to 
spend time with and provide a blessing for.

To cultivate a desperate heart for Jesus in your daily life, try this simple practice this week:

1.	 Identify Your Distractions (The Crowds): Write down 1–2 things that currently block your focus or limit your time 
with God (e.g., social media, a busy routine, or the fear of what others think of your faith).

2.	 Find Your Sycamore Tree: Decide on an intentional step you will take to rise above those distractions. This could be 
waking up 15 minutes earlier to read scripture, setting aside your phone during lunch to pray, or stepping out of your 
comfort zone to share your faith.

3.	 Take Action: Just as Zacchaeus ran ahead and climbed, take that practical step today. Do not wait for the perfect con-
ditions; prioritize seeking Jesus above your pride and your busyness.

An Encouraging Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank You that we are never too small, too broken, or too insignificant for Your love. Lord, forgive us for the 
times we have let the “crowds” of life—our busy schedules, the opinions of others, or our own worries—keep us from seeing You clearly. 
Give us a holy desperation like Zacchaeus. Help us to push past every obstacle, to lay down our pride, and to seek Your face above all 
else. We welcome You into our hearts, our homes, and our church today. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen.

Arkeshia Brown
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Breakfast is held at Marie Callendar’s 6950 Alvarado Rd, San Diego, CA 92120
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Dr. Preston & Dr. Kathryn Butler

Thank you for supporting PK3 Enterprise. We pray 
these resources will bless you and your loved ones! 

Available on 

Use QR codes 
to purchase.
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This book is available at Barnes & Noble

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-unseen-war-animating-the-full-armor-of-god-arkeshia-brown/1150089188%3Fean%3D9798256338183
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/


Welcome to Grace International College and International Apostolic 
University of Grace and Truth. Both schools offer an accelerated academic 
program geared toward students who are able to devote a major portion of 
his or her time to independent academic studies and scholarly research. The 
sole purpose of this university is to provide a high quality, systematic pro-
gram of study, which will enhance, equip and qualify individuals for service 
in various Christian ministries.

To learn more about IAUGT, visit their website at: www.iaugt.com. Dr. Gloria J. Forward - President

Virtual Teaching Every Tuesday (5pm PST/8pm EST) and Every Sunday (11am PST/2pm EST)

Zoom ID: 614 439 5564

Aired live on Rose of Sharon Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/RoseOfSharonMinistries17/  

Aired live on IAUGT Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/International-Apostolic-University-of-Grace-Tru
th-103617298515583/

IAUGT YouTube Channel: https://youtube.com/channel/UCXYXkaQCiMMWpYdaNt5V4mA

Contact Person: Jada Cochran @ (614) 815-9505 or Email: jada.rogers@gmail.com

International Apostolic University of Grace and Truth

Voices of Victory National Fellowship
Our purpose is to assist small churches in developing programs and leader-
ship skills so as to be effective workers and witnesses in their communities and 
beyond.

Once developed and effective, bring those churches together to do impact 
ministry on a national level in collaboration with other churches and support-
ing agencies to meet the spiritual and physical needs of God’s people every-
where.

To learn more, visit us at www.vovnf.org and contact us at your earliest convenience. We look forward to hearing from you!

Bishop, Dr. Willie J. Moore - Presiding Prelate

Videos 
Weekly Broadcast – Hosted at Voices of Victory Christian Ministry

•	 Will You Fight or Do Nothing? Part I thru V  – Weekly Broadcast
•	 How To Hold Up Under Trials Part I, II, III, and IV – Weekly Broadcast
•	 Deliverance Through Faith – Weekly Broadcast
•	 Are You Prepared? Series – Weekly Broadcast
•	 Living The Abundant Life of Christ Series – Weekly Broadcast

Archive – Hosted at www.vovnf.org

Resources You Can Use - Just click on the subjects.
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http://www.voices-of-victory.com/broadcast.html
http://voices-of-victory.com/broadcast.html
http://voices-of-victory.com/broadcast.html
http://voices-of-victory.com/broadcast.html
http://voices-of-victory.com/broadcast.html
http://voices-of-victory.com/broadcast.html
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http://iaugt.com/?p=1006
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Mission Statement

•	 To encourage and strengthen our readers through the publication of biblical exhortations, dynamic testi-
monies of God’s miraculous power, and the sharing of resources to edify the body of Christ. 

•	 To provide a venue for ministries to share what they are doing to enhance the Kingdom of God.    

•	 To make these resources available electronically to God’s people globally.

Parting Words from The Publisher 

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13.

What a power declaration! The Apostle Paul makes us to know that life experiences have taught him many things, both 
good and bad. And through them all he learned and believed that he could do all things through the strength of Christ. 
What is your confession? 

Powerful articles in this edition! Evangelist Tucker-Black introduces us to the doctrine of salvation, which focuses on the 
saving work of God through Jesus Christ. Dr. Butler takes us into another chapter of Marriage Matters, where he calls our 
attention to “expectations” in the marriage bond and offers two things that are very helpful. Sister Brown shares with us 
a biblical example to cultivate a desperate heart for Jesus. That example is none other than Zacchaeus! These articles are 
page-turners. Don’t forget to share!    

As always, I’m very grateful for our writers and their unswerving devotion to sharing words of encouragement that will 
strengthen our faith in God. And remember, if you have a word of encouragement that you would like to share, please let us 
know. Email us at: admin@voices-of-victory.com. We will love to hear from you!     

Please keep in mind that we are striving to make a difference in the lives of others. Again, we can only do so much without 
your help. We don’t have any gimmicks or anything to offer you in exchange for your support, other than the love of God and 
our sincere gratitude. Please take the time to make a monetary contribution to our mission work. Visit our website at: www.
voices-of-victory.com. There you will find a PayPal link to make a contribution. You also can use our Cash App: $vovictory. 
Make this your season to seed into this ministry. Thank you so very much!

Remember, we are striving to bring you the best in gospel content while building a holistic ministry. Continue to look for 
articles on family, health, wellbeing, and finance. 3 John 1:2 declares, “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” Until our next edition, send us your story for publication. It will 
bless the hearts of many. Contact us at admin@vovnf.org. WJM

Editors and Support Staff/Monthly Contributors
President and Publisher:
Bishop, Dr. Willie J. Moore
Editor-In-Chief:
Bishop, Dr. Willie J. Moore
Assistant Editor:
Minister Joyce Moore
Graphic Design:
Bishop, Dr. Willie J. Moore

Support Staff/August Contributors:
Bishop, Dr. Willie Moore
Minister Joyce Moore
Evangelist Diana Black-Tucker
Dr. Preston Butler, Jr.
Sister Arkeshia Brown
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Countries Reached
United States France Ghana Nigeria Philippines

Japan India Jamaica Canada United Kingdom

Kenya
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